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2008 Cropland Data Layers
35 States in 2008 (47 currently complete for 2009)



Cropland Data Layers, 2008

U.S. Breadbasket States



A total of 1,326 different soils 

are shown on this map.

The two highlighted soils of the Delta

both are historically important cotton 

growing areas.  Soil 270 is 81,708 acres

and soil 1166 is 585,271 acres.
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The USDA-NRCS General Soil Map

of Mississippi



Soil and Modern River Locations

Modern creeks and rivers are not always  

contained in the soil areas.  For example, 

soil 1166 contains parts of the 

Tallahatchie and the Sunflower Rivers.  

This soil was once the bottomlands along 

an ancient water course, perhaps the 

Mississippi River itself.  
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1166



Different areas of the Mississippi Delta have 

different land use.  The NRCS General Soil 

Map is a useful categorization to compare 

the major crop growing areas.  In this map 

the soils layer is overlayed with the cotton 

cropping intensity.

Soil area 1166 has more continuous 

cropping for cotton.  The statistics are 

10.6% continuous cropping in soil area 1166 

vs. 2.7% in soil area 270.

Cotton Cropping Intensity

2006-8, Overlaying the Soil Map



Years of Use
Soil 1166 Soil 270

Acres Percent Acres Percent

0 287,982 49.2 41,538 50.8

1 131,137 22.4 28,110 34.4

2 103,823 17.7 9,890 12.1

3 62,330 10.6 2,170 2.7

Total 585,271 100.0 81,708 100.0

Cotton Planted by Soil and Frequency, 2006-2008







Soybeans and Corn Planted by Soil and Frequency

Years of 

Use

Soybeans Corn

Soil 1166 Soil 270 Soil 1166 Soil 270

Acres Percent Acres Percent Acres Percent Acres Percent

0 331,962 56.7 35,405 43.3 411,255 70.3 37,008 45.3

1 133,869 22.9 24,716 30.2 134,293 22.9 30,313 37.1

2 76,817 13.1 15,931 19.5 39,017 6.7 14,317 17.5

3 42,623 7.3 5,656 6.9 707 0.1 70 0.1

Total 585,271 100.0 81,708 100.0 585,271 100.0 81,708 100.0
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2009 Cotton Planted in the Delta by Soil and Frequency
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• The percent land use for cotton at least one year is 50.8 and 49.2, 
respectively.

• The percent of continuous cotton use varies widely for the two soils: soil 
1166 at 10.6 percent and soil 270 at 2.7 percent.  

• In 2009, only 1.4% of the surface area of soil 270 was planted to cotton 
vs. 11.6 percent for soil 1166.

Results and Conclusions

Coupling the CDL cropping intensity and rotation with the NRCS General 

Soil Map gives statistics of crop use for specific soils. 

Two soils traditionally planted to cotton are along the Tallahatchie and 

Sunflower Rivers (1166) and along Deer Creek (270).  For these areas in 

2006-2008:


